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25X1X (FOR KEY SEE REVERSE)

1, The situation in regard to the' fuel supply for the East German civiliean populstion
: rh.'sf.;s eased somewhat lately, because the requirements of the Esst German industry for
brown cosl briquetted have been met, and, in addition, the supply of sifted, lump’
vew coal be# materielly incressed., The Bezirke Gera, Potsdem, and Karl-Merx- Stedt
- are willing tc do without a part of thelr allocations of sifted raw coal for the
. firet querter of 1954, : '
2,  There arejhowever, serious difficulties in regard to supplylng the smelting end
chemlcel industries with'coke,and supplylng the cokeries and gas works with
~- O BEE coml (S'tein}:oble). All attempts to get definite prdmises from the Mindetey
© oF Ferelgn and Interzonel Trade for the importation of coal and coke have falled.

'3, (A8 of 30 December 1953, 1t ¥Was not ascertainsble what types and smounts of coke
~for the smelting end chemicel industries, and what type end emounts of hard ¢Gml
‘For the cokeries, especially those in Zwickau, Berlin, Leipzig, and Magdebuyg, = -
Wwould be supplied in January 1954, The production of metallurgical coke mt Bust
"Gertien plants in Jepuary 1954 seemed completely out of the quéstion, because it was
. ;a.b'b known when the hard coal with the proper cgking properties would be delivered,
L, T.T:‘_i,s feared that seripus damage to the general economy would result Trom 4he tmpor-
. ;¥ation of hard cosl ahd coke of poor quelity. This would Tovttng about & witustion
Finlisy to the one which existed at the Grossgaserel, Magdeburg.on 29 Deceifbenr 1953,
When three to-four brigades were required to work special shifts, o clésr éleven

furnaces which were stopped up as & result of the use of poor quality eoml. Groesgaserel

Megdsburg has only a five-dsy supply of coal on hend, e .

-

5»_ ._.A,U“Bu:zl'vey on 1l December 1953 of the situation in regard to imports of he¥d cbel snd
~coke for 1954 revesled the following.

8. Hard Cosl :

 Imports in the emount of 1,760,000 metric tons are planned. Of this amount,
950,000 metric tons are promised from Poland and 540,000 are promised fFpm the
UBER, leaving 270,000 metric tons as yet not contracted, o

" SECRET

25X1A

ISTATE Wl#x‘lqARMY ' [ #=naw Tx ar ]#:x [ Fei [ Jaec ]

(Note: Washington Distribution Indicated By "X, Fi Id Distribution By “# .y
T e B " A;;proJed Iéor.Relgase°£061l¥1121 : CIA-RDP80-00810A004100090007-0

AT e e T



8,

Approved For Release 2001/11/21 : CIA-RDP80-00810A00410086004Y-0
o o I
-2 =

b. Hard Qeking cokl (Backfaehige Kohle) (for the production of metallurgical coke
in domestic plants) -

The importation of at least 250,000 metric tons is required for 1954, The
possible sources are the USSR, Czechoslovakia, West Gertiany, end capltalist
countries. Negotiations have been entered into with West Germeny for the
import of 37,000 metric tons, but no contracts have been concluded. The plan
calls for production of 87,000 metric tons of metallurgical coke in the

first querter of 1954, using this hard coal.

¢. Ankhraclte

The plen calls for the importation of 45,000 metric tons in the first quarter
of 1954, ~Of this, 30,000 metric tons have been promised from the USSR, leaving
an unfilled: balance of 15,000 metric tons.

d, Coke .

The plan calls for the importation of 638,000 metric tons of coke in the first
quarter of 1954. Of this, 62,500 metric tons have been promised from the USSR,
237,500 metric tons have been promised from Polend, and 186,000 metric tons
from Czechoslovekia. Negotiations are in progress with West Germany for the
importation of 37,500 metric tons, but no contract has been concluded as yet.
At best, imports will amount to 523,500 metric tons, leaving a shortage of -
114,500 metric tons. e

The following list shows the stocks of coke on hand at the mést important coke

consuming plants,according to the latest inventory: - )
o Stocks on Hend Average Daily  Number of

8, ?_la.n’c Date of Inventory in metric tons) Consumption Days' Supply
. - ~ {in metric tons - .

BKS ... 20 December 1953 16,713 2,200 7.6
Mpnsfeld 20 December 1953 5,407 © 1,050 5.1
Maxhuette .20 December 1953 10,790 ' 1,000 10.8.
BunasWerke 18 December 1953 10,500 1,200 8.7
Leund-Werke 17 December 1953 12,300 1,k00 8.8"

~ by The S‘baté Co_mmission for Material éupply has drawn iip & plan for thy minimal

distribution for Jenuary, which permits no incresse in stocks on band. Such
short-term distribution schemps practicelly endenger the contract system for
this type of materisl. ’

Browp coal lo#r-tem;gerature coke -

It ip planned to import 25,000 metric tons. The possitle source is Czechoslovekila,
but no negotistions have been begun as yet. The supplying of the population

with lignite coke (Grudekoks), especially in the Magd&urg area, is dependent on the
import of brown coal low-temperature coke. The nonfulfillment of the import plan
for 270,000 metric tons of hard coel in the first querter of 1954 will have direct
effects on the supply for the Reichsbehn, which must then have 400,000 metric

tons of briquettes in place of thalhard coal. These ‘briquettes will have to be
teken away from other consumers, because only, insighificant reserves are provided
for in the plen, ‘The civilian supply would be affected, for the most part, by this.

According to the Deutsche Handelszentrale-Kohle (Eest German Trade Center - Cosl),
the hard cosl situation will become more acute, since in the course of negotiations

between DIA-Bergbau and Weglokoks (Polend), it wes revealed that Poland considered
1954 deliveries of coke to East Germeny as out of the question.
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9, According to DIA-Bergbsu, East Germany will make the following imports of coke in

25XTA

Jenuary 1954: 79,000 metric tons from Poland, 30,000 metric tons from the USSR,
62,000 metric tons from Czechoslovakia, and 13,000 métric tons from West Germany.
The necessary supply for the meintenance of production in the smelting industries
end in the chemical industries is not assured., Without increasing the stocks ,
BF 4381 ttonkd 193000 metrivitods aretiequired. '

- 1. —%gl;_eﬂb: Deutscher Innen- und Aussenhandel - Bergbsu (Germen
Foreign and interzonal Trade- Mining).
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